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Course: History of Diplomacy

Course ID Course status Semester ECTS credits Lessons (Lessons+Exer
cises+Laboratory)

3246 Mandatory 5 8 3+1+0

Programs INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Prerequisites No prerequisites required.

Aims This course is intended to enable students to understand the history of foreign policy and diplomacy
of different countries.

Learning outcomes After passing the exam, students will be able to: • Interpret the most important events in the history
of diplomacy; • Tell the difference between the basic doctrines and phases in the development of
history of international relations; • Recognize the impact of history of diplomacy on contemporary
forms of diplomacy and relations between actors of international relations; • Explain the European
diplomatic system and its evolution after the Peace of Westphalia in 1648.

Lecturer / Teaching
assistant

Boris Vukićević, PhD, Assistant Professor; mr Almedina Vukić, teaching assistant

Methodology Lectures, exercises, seminar papers, consultations, discussions, debates and tests.

Plan and program of
work

Preparing week Preparation and registration of the semester

I week lectures Introductory lesson

I week exercises Introductory lesson and instructions on academic writing

II week lectures European diplomatic system from 1648 to 1792 – Richelieu’s doctrine of “reason of state”.

II week exercises  Essays and discussion on following topics: Ferdinand II Habsburg - universality principle, Thirty Years'
War, The Peace of Westphalia Armand Jean Du Plessis Richelieu, doctrine of "reason of state" William
The Oran and William Pitt - British "splendi

III week lectures Foreign policy and diplomacy of European states after the French Revolution - Vienna system of
balance of power. Emergence of the United States in international politics at the beginning of 19th
century

III week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Napoleon Bonaparte, Napoleon's Wars Clemens von
Metternich - The Congress of Vienna Alexander I Romanov, The Holly Alliance

IV week lectures The French Revolution of 1848 and changes of the balance of power system. Bismarck's “Realpolitik”.
Great Eastern crisis.

IV week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Nicholas I Romanov, The Crimea War Napoleon III, The
Congress of Paris, 1956, Franco-Prussian War, 1971

V week lectures The system of alliances and international crisis in Europe from 1904 to 1914.

V week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Camillo Cavour and Giuseppe Garibaldi - the unification of
Italy, 1861 Otto von Bismarck. the unification of Germany, Three Caesars' Alliance and the Congress
of Berlin

VI week lectures World War I – change of European balance of power – the end of American isolation

VI week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Theodore Roosevelt - american isolationism policy Wilhelm
II and Adolf Schlieffen, First World War

VII week lectures Test 1

VII week exercises /

VIII week lectures The Paris Peace Conference – the conflict of "new" and "old" diplomacy - Versailles diplomatic system.

VIII week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Woodrow Wilson, public diplomacy and Paris Peace
Conference 1919 Loyd George and George Clemenceau, Paris Peace Conference 1919

IX week lectures The rise of Germany and destruction of the Versailles order – policy of appeasement

IX week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Aristide Briand and Frank Kellogg, Briand - Kellogg Pact
1928 Neville Chamberlain, Munich Conference 1938 Gustav Stresemann, Locarno Pact and German
disarmament policy Francisco Franco, Spanish Civil War 19

X week lectures Realpolitik of USSR. Comeback of the USA on the world political stage.
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X week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Benito Mussolini - Stresa Conference 1935, World War II
Adolf Hitler - Munich Conference 1938, World War II

XI week lectures World War II and the establishment of the post-war international order based on collective security
system.

XI week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, Soviet Realpolitik, World War II
Winston Churchill, The Atlantic Charter, World War II Franklin Delano Roosevelt, The Atlantic Charter,
World War II

XII week lectures Beginning the Cold War. Policy of retention. Korean War. Suez crisis. Hungarian uprising. The Berlin
crisis.

XII week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Harry Truman, Postdam Conference 1945, The Korean War
1950 Nikita Khrushchev, crisis in Poland and Hungary 1956, Berlin crisis 1958-1962, Cuban Missile
Crisis 1962 John F. Kennedy, Cuban Missile Crisis 1962

XIII week lectures Test 2

XIII week exercises /

XIV week lectures Nixon triangular diplomacy and détente. End of the Cold War. Aspirations to establish a new order.

XIV week exercises Essays and discussion on following topics: Richard Nixon, Vietnam war, nuclear disarmament
negotiations Henry Kissinger as a diplomat Mikhail Gorbachev, disintegration of the USSR George H. W
Bush, Gulf War 1991 and the new world order

XV week lectures Test Corrections

XV week exercises /

Student workload Per week 8 credits x 40/30 = 10 hours and 40 minutes Structure 3 hours of lectures 1 hour of
exercises 6 hours and 40 minutes of individual work Per semester Lectures and final exam: (10 hours
and 40 minutes) x 16 = 170 hours and 40 minutes Necessary preparation (administration, enrollment,
verification before the beginning of the semester): 2x (10 hours and 40 minutes) = 21 hours and 20
minutes Total workload for the course: 8x30 = 240 hours Additional work: for preparation of make-up
exam and taking make-up exam 0-48 hours Structure of working hours: 170 hours and 40 minutes
(Lectures) + 21 hour and 20 minutes (preparation) + 48 hours (additional work)

Per week Per semester

8 credits x 40/30=10 hours and 40 minuts 
3 sat(a) theoretical classes
0 sat(a) practical classes
1 excercises
6 hour(s) i 40 minuts 
of independent work, including consultations

Classes and final exam:
10 hour(s) i 40 minuts x 16 =170 hour(s) i 40 minuts 
Necessary preparation before the beginning of the semester
(administration, registration, certification):
 10 hour(s) i 40 minuts x 2 =21 hour(s) i 20 minuts 
Total workload for the subject:
8 x 30=240 hour(s)
Additional work for exam preparation in the preparing exam period,
including taking the remedial exam from 0 to 30 hours (remaining time from
the first two items to the total load for the item)
48 hour(s) i 0 minuts 
Workload structure: 170 hour(s) i 40 minuts (cources), 21 hour(s) i 20
minuts (preparation), 48 hour(s) i 0 minuts (additional work)

Student obligations Students must attend lectures and exercises and do the tests.

Consultations Agreed upon the beginning of semester with professor and teaching
assistant.

Literature Kisindžer, Henri, Diplomatija I i II, Beograd 1999/ Zagreb 2000 Kenedi, Pol,
Uspon i pad velikih sila, CID, Podgorica 1999; Živojinović, Dragoljub R.,
Uspon Evrope (1450-1789), Novi Sad, 1995; Ibler, Vladimir, Diplomatska
historija, Zagreb, 1960, Berrid

Examination methods  2 tests – 20 points each  Seminar paper: 10 points  Final oral exam: 50
points  In order to get A or B, it is necessary to read a book from the list of
additional literature for the final exam.  Student passes the course by
collecting at least 5

Special remarks None

Comment Additional information on this course can be obtained during consultations

Grade: F E D C B A

Number
of points

less than 50
points

greater than or
equal to 50 points
and less than 60
points

greater than or
equal to 60 points
and less than 70
points

greater than or
equal to 70 points
and less than 80
points

greater than or
equal to 80 points
and less than 90
points

greater than or
equal to 90 points
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