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Faculty of Political Science / POLITICOLOGY / Ethnicity and Ethnic Relations

Course: Ethnicity and Ethnic Relations

Course ID Course status Semester ECTS credits Lessons (Lessons+Exer
cises+Laboratory)

4407 Mandatory 1 6 2+1+0

Programs POLITICOLOGY

Prerequisites No prerequisites required

Aims Introducing students to the basic sociological theories of ethnicity and ethnic relations. Review of the
nature of ethnic conflicts and politics of their regulation. Identifying the specifics of regional and
individual national state contexts in the study of ethnic relations and conflicts. Understanding the
relationship between ethno-cultural communities and the modern, liberal-democratic states.

Learning outcomes After passing this exam, students will be able to: - Explain the most important theoretical perspectives
in understanding the issues of ethnicity and ethnic relations; • Make a distinction between the most
important types of ethnic relations; • Recognize the important relationship models between the state
and ethno-cultural and ethno-national pluralism; • Explain the most important policies for managing
the ethnic differences; • Explain the characteristics of ethnic conflicts and resolution models; • Apply
the gained knowledge in order to identify and explain the most important problems in ethnic relations
in modern societies.

Lecturer / Teaching
assistant

Danijela Vuković-Ćalasan, PhD, Assistant Professor; Almedina Vukić, Teaching Assistant

Methodology Lectures, exercises, consultations, discussions, debates, test

Plan and program of
work

Preparing week Preparation and registration of the semester

I week lectures Introductory lecture

I week exercises Introductory lesson

II week lectures Determination of the basic theoretical concepts - people, nation, race, ethnicity, nationalism, ethno-
nationalism, ethnic identity

II week exercises  Readings: Philippe Poutignat, Jocelyne Streiff-Fenart, "Theories of Ethnicity", chapters “Ethnicity - new
term for a new phenomenon” i “Race, ethnicity, nation”, pg. 19-58.

III week lectures Overview of the most important sociological theories of ethnic relations.

III week exercises Reading: Malešević, Sociology of Ethnicity, chapter "Elite Theory", pg. 201-227.

IV week lectures Overview of the most important sociological theories of ethnic relations.

IV week exercises Readings: Philippe Poutignat, Jocelyne Streiff-Fenart, "Theories of Ethnicity", chapter “Contemporary
discussion on ethnicity”, pg. 137-156

V week lectures Ethnic conflicts. Theories and policies of handling ethnic relations and conflicts - removing ethnic
differences and the managing ethnic differences

V week exercises Readings: Philippe Poutignat, Jocelyne Streiff-Fenart, "Theories of Ethnicity", chapter “Ethnicity
research area”, pg. 159-210

VI week lectures Liberalism and ethnic relations - the experiences of countries in Western Europe

VI week exercises Readings: Philippe Poutignat, Jocelyne Streiff-Fenart, "Theories of Ethnicity", chapter “from immigrant
to ethnic”, pg. 70-93

VII week lectures The concept of multiculturalism and the major theories. Types of multiculturalism - an example of
Canada

VII week exercises Readings: Smith, National identity, chapter "Nationalism and cultural identity", pg. 115-156

VIII week lectures Test 1

VIII week exercises /

IX week lectures Minorities and majorities. The emergence and development of minority rights in the modern world

IX week exercises Readings: Hylland Eriksen, Etnicity and Nationalism, chapter "Minorities and the State", pg. 209-242

X week lectures Etnonationalism - characteristics, circumstances and factors that incite the emergence of
ethnonationalism

X week exercises Readings: Tadić, Ethnic Communities and Inter-ethnic Conflicts, chapter “National movements and
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nationalism”, pg. 85-103. and Jenkins, Rethinking Ethnicity chapter “Nations, nationalism”, pg.
244-252.

XI week lectures Democratic transition, ethnicity and ethnic relations - experience of countries in Eastern Europe

XI week exercises Readings: Smith, National identity, chapter "Further from nationalism?", pg. 223-227

XII week lectures Developing countries, ethnicity and ethnic relations - the experience of African countries

XII week exercises Readings: Vasović, Foreword in Arend Lijphart's book Patterns of Democracy, "Lijphart's consociational
democracy", pg. 18-53

XIII week lectures Ethnic relations and conflicts in Southeastern Europe

XIII week exercises Readings: Group of authors (2003), Democracy and multiculturalism in Southeast Europe, Belgrade,
Center for Ethnicity Research

XIV week lectures Test 2

XIV week exercises /

XV week lectures Power-sharing / Consociation. Federalism and autonomy

XV week exercises Test corrections.

Student workload Per week 6 credits x 40/ 30 = 8 hours Structure: 2 hours of lectures 1 hour of exercises 5 hours of
individual work Per semester Lectures and final exam (8 hours) x 16 = 128 hours Necessary
preparation (administration, enrollment, verification before the beginning of the semester): 2 x (8
hours) = 16 hours Total workload for the course 6x30 = 180 hours Additional work: for preparation of
make-up exam and taking make-up exam 0-48 hours Structure of working hours: 128 hours
(Lectures)+16 hours (Preparation)+48 hours (Additional work)

Per week Per semester

6 credits x 40/30=8 hours and 0 minuts 
2 sat(a) theoretical classes
0 sat(a) practical classes
1 excercises
5 hour(s) i 0 minuts 
of independent work, including consultations

Classes and final exam:
8 hour(s) i 0 minuts x 16 =128 hour(s) i 0 minuts 
Necessary preparation before the beginning of the semester
(administration, registration, certification):
 8 hour(s) i 0 minuts x 2 =16 hour(s) i 0 minuts 
Total workload for the subject:
6 x 30=180 hour(s)
Additional work for exam preparation in the preparing exam period,
including taking the remedial exam from 0 to 30 hours (remaining time from
the first two items to the total load for the item)
36 hour(s) i 0 minuts 
Workload structure: 128 hour(s) i 0 minuts (cources), 16 hour(s) i 0
minuts (preparation), 36 hour(s) i 0 minuts (additional work)

Student obligations 

Consultations

Literature Literature for tests and final exam: Malešević, Siniša (2004/2009).
Sociologija etniciteta. Beograd: Fabrika knjiga (pages 31-59; 61-84; 85-111).
(81 pages) Tatalović, Siniša (2010). Globalna sigurnost i etnički sukobi.
Zagreb: Politička kultura. (page

Examination methods Two tests – 15 points each (30 in total) Activities during exercises – 20
points Final exam - 50 points Student passes the course by collecting at
least 51 points.

Special remarks None.

Comment The exact dates for the final exam and tests will be determined at the
beginning of semester.

Grade: F E D C B A

Number
of points

less than 50
points

greater than or
equal to 50 points
and less than 60
points

greater than or
equal to 60 points
and less than 70
points

greater than or
equal to 70 points
and less than 80
points

greater than or
equal to 80 points
and less than 90
points

greater than or
equal to 90 points
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