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TANJA OBLAK ČRNIČ, PhD
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Social Sciences, Department of Communication

Education, employment and degrees: Tanja Oblak Črnič (born 16 December 1973) lives and works in
Ljubljana. She graduated in Sociology (1996), received her Master's (1999) and Doctor's degree (2001) in
Communication Sciences at the Faculty of Social Sciences. During the course of the master's study she
took advanced academic study courses at the University of Essex and the University of Oxford (UK), after
her doctorate she worked as a postdoctoral researcher at the University of Helsinki (Finland), and in 2012,
she was as a visiting researcher at the University of California, Berkeley (USA). She has been employed at
the Faculty of Social Sciences since 1996, initially as a young researcher, and since 2005 regularly
employed at the University of Ljubljana as a university professor.

Education, degrees and dates received
1992‐1996

undergraduate studies of Sociology and Social Information Science, Faculty of Social
Sciences (FDV), University of Ljubljana (UL)

1996

BA in Sociology with the thesis “The use of information technology and gender differences
in the private sphere” (September)

1999

MA in Communication Sciences with Master’s thesis "Social context of communication
technologies: images of cyber society in the scientific and popular discourse" (April)

2001

PhD in Communication Sciences with doctoral dissertation “Images of electronic
democracy: communication technologies and changes in communication and
participation processes” (written in English, September).

2001‐2002

scholarship holder at postdoctoral studies in the Department of Communication Sciences
at the University of Helsinki (under the supervision of dr. Sinikka Sassi)

2002

promoted to the title of Doctor of Science in the field of Social Sciences (22 January 2002)

2011

Erasmus exchange professor in University of Helsinki (April 2011)

2012

visiting researcher at the School of Information at the University of California, Berkeley,
USA (6 months, sabbatical)

Professional positions
1996‐2001

Young researcher, Centre for Research on Social Communication, Institute for Social
Sciences, FDV, UL

2002‐2005

Research Assistant, Department of Media and Communication Studies, FDV, UL

2005‐

Assistant Professor, Department of Media and Communication Studies, FDV, UL

2007‐2008

maternity leave (12 months)

2008‐

Associate Professor for Communication, FDV, UL

2010

maternity leave (6 months)

2014‐

Full Professor for Communication, FDV, UL (December 2014)

Faculty Career and elected functions: She has been working at the undergraduate and postgraduate
teaching programmes in Communication Sciences, where she was elected for three mandates to hold the
chair of Media and Communication Studies (2003‐2005; 2005‐2007, 2010‐2013). Currently, she is the
Head of Department of Communication and Custodian of Communication doctoral program (2015‐2017).
She actively led an overhaul of undergraduate programme of Communication Sciences (2003‐2005) and
she was coordinating a recent programme reform on the Faculty level within Department of
Communication.

Elected and other functions
2015‐2017

Head of Department for Communication

2015‐

Custodian of Doctoral program in Communication Studies

2013‐2015

Member of the Senate of the Faculty of Social Sciences

2005‐2007
2013‐2015

Custodian of the Master’s programme of Media and Law

2011‐2013

Head of Chair for Media and communication studies

2003‐2007
2011‐2015

Member of the Commission for the amendment of the rules, FDV

2003‐2005

Member of the Commission for the Prešeren awards for BA theses

2003‐2005

Member of the Commission for the renewal of Web site of FDV

2005‐2007

Member of the Commission for educational affairs, FDV

2007‐2009

Member of the FDV Commission for textbooks

Teaching and mentoring: As a mentor she works at the undergraduate and master programmes, as well
as at the doctoral level; she was also a mentor to a young researcher (2009‐2013). Professionally and
academically she also cooperates with other faculties within the University of Ljubljana (ALUO, FF ‐
Department of German language, Department of English language, Department of Sociology, Department
of Psychology) and actively cares for the visibility of Communication Sciences outside of UL. She has been
actively involved in teaching several courses within different study programs at the Faculty of Social
Sciences since 1996. She nourishes also constant international experiences as visiting professor and
through hosting professors from abroad.

Teaching experiences &Courses taught
1996‐2002

assistant within Media and Communication program and Sociology‐social informatics
studies

2001‐2002

visiting assistant on Department for communication, University in Helsinki, within the
course “Information Society Policy Programs and Applications” and student work‐shop
“Putting it all together”

2001‐2002

assistant in the major course Introduction to communication studies

2002‐2007

undergraduate level course Theories of Information society

2003‐

undergraduate level minor courses Communication and new technologies, E‐democracy,
Internet practice

2005

visiting professor in University in Klagenfurt, Austria, Democratic potentials of electronic
public sphere (June 2005)

2008‐

undergraduate level major courses Introduction to communication research,
Communication Research Seminar, Research Practice

2008‐

graduate level: New Media and Society, Political participation and the internet

2015‐

doctoral seminar I in Communication study program

Mentor and supervisor
2003‐

mentoring and co‐mentoring diploma theses and post‐graduate master theses

2003‐

participation in mentoring committee in under‐graduate and graduate level

2009‐

supervisor in doctoral program

2009‐2013

mentoring young researcher

Research focus: With her research work within the framework of the Centre for Research on Social
Communication (CDK) and in cooperation with other research centres at the Faculty of Social Sciences
(CMI, CPR, CMO) she demonstrates herself particularly in the field of studying the social aspects of new
media, which is shown by her participation in various research projects, several international conferences
and regular publications in domestic and foreign journals and edited publications. She is the author of two
monographs, the co‐editor of a scientific book and two thematic journal publications and the author of
various scientific contributions at home and abroad.

In the last period, her research attention has been focused on studying the role of interactivity in
communication online environments, both on the level of political communication as well as
communication among new audiences and Web‐based media forms. In this regard, she continues and
deepens her research in the field of online communication, political action and e‐democracy, which she
has also introduced as an important framework within the Slovenian communication sciences. Within two
fundamental research projects she has been examining the amended roles of communication and
interaction in the micro environment, particularly within families and in everyday life of young people, as
the result of new mobile technology and contemporary digital culture. With that she has expanded her
research focus into the field of sociology and cultural studies, and thus approached communication
subjects to the interdisciplinary theoretical baselines. She continues her work in the framework of the
digital citizenship project, in which she intertwines and upgrades the scientific findings so far.
Selected publications in last decade

2017



LUTHAR, Breda, OBLAK ČRNIČ, Tanja. Media repertoires and discursive communities: studying audiences in the
multimedia age. Communications, ISSN 0341‐2059, Nov. 2017, vol. 42, no. 4, str. 415‐439, doi: 10.1515/commun2017-0028.
OBLAK ČRNIČ, Tanja. Neglected or just misunderstood?: the perception of youth and digital citizenship among
Slovenian political parties. Teorija in praksa : revija za družbena vprašanja, ISSN 0040‐3598, jul. 2017, letn. 54,
posebna št., str. 96‐111, 159.

2016



Oblak, Tanja. Mladi državljani in institucionalna politika v kontekstu participativne digitalne
kulture/Young citizens and institutional politics in the context of participatory digital culture.
Annales, Series historia et sociologia, 26, 1: 119‐132.
Oblak, Tanja, Amon Prodnik Jernej. Online deliberation between the weak and strong public
sphere. eJournal of eDemocracy and open government, ISSN 2075‐9517, 2015, vol. 7, no. 1, str.
99‐116

2015


LUTHAR, Breda, OBLAK, Tanja. Medijski repertoarji in diskurzivne skupnosti. Teorija in praksa,
ISSN 0040‐3598, jan.‐apr. 2015, letn. 52, št. 1/2, str. 7‐30.

2014



OBLAK, Tanja, KUHAR, Metka. Everyday and family contexts of youth computer cultures: the case
of Slovenia. Annales, Series historia et sociologia, 24, 1: 129‐142
HAFNER‐FINK, Mitja, OBLAK, Tanja. Digital citizenship as multiple political participation?:
predictors of digital political participation in Slovenia. Teorija in praksa, 51, 6: 1284‐1303

2013



2012



OBLAK, Tanja, VOBIČ, Igor. Converging practices and discourses: obstacles in production culture
for interactivity in Slovenian online newspapers. Convergence, 19, 3: 365‐381
OBLAK, Tanja, OŠLJAK, Katja. Politically un‐interactive web: transformations of online politics in
Slovenia. International journal of electronic governance, 6, 1: 37‐52
OBLAK, Tanja. Slovenians offline: class and cultural aspects of digital exclusion. Sociologický
časopis, 49, 6: 927‐949
OBLAK, Tanja. Digitalne razslojenosti: spletna kultura skozi razredno in kulturno diferenciacijo v
Ljubljani in Mariboru. Družboslovne razprave, 28, 71: 39‐62
OBLAK, Tanja. Idea(l)s on e‐democracy and direct online citizenship. Southeastern Europe, 36, 3:
398‐42

2011




2010

OBLAK, Tanja, AMON PRODNIK, Jernej, TRBIŽAN, Nika. Deliberation and online participation: The
case of the Slovenian portal "I propose to the government". Journal of comparative politics, 4, 2:
90‐110,
OBLAK, Tanja. The generational gap and the diverse roles of computer technology: the case of
Slovenian households. In COLOMBO, Fausto (ed.). Broadband society and generational changes,
(Participation in broadband society, vol. 5). Frankfurt am Main: P. Lang, 289‐304
OBLAK, Tanja, JONTES, Dejan. (New) media culture among Slovenian youth. V: PANDO CANTELI,
María J. (ed.). Conjunctions and disruptions: communication, information and media studies in
Europe, (Maior series, vol. 1). Bilbao: University of Deusto, 137‐150



OBLAK, Tanja. Preobrazbe na spletu: od infopromocijske k individualizirani
politiki?/Transformations on the web: from promotional to individualised politics?. Teorija in
praksa, 47, 1: 22‐40.

2009


OBLAK, Tanja (ed), LUTHAR, Breda (ed). Mobilni telefon in transformacija vsakdana/Mobile
phones and transformation of everyday life, Ljubljana: Fakulteta za družbene vede, 230 pp.

2008


OBLAK, Tanja. O začetkih interneta na Slovenskem/The beginnings of the Internet in Slovenia. V:
PUŠNIK, Maruša (ed.). Prispevki k zgodovini slovenskih medijev, (Javnost/The Public, vol. 15, supl.).
Ljubljana: Fakulteta za družbene vede, 15, supl.: S151‐S170.

2007


OBLAK, Tanja, ŽELJAN, Katja. Slovenian online campaigning during the 2004 European parliament
election : struggling between self‐promotion and mobilization. V: KLUVER, Randolph (ed.),
JANKOWSKI, Nicholas W. (ed.), FOOT, Kirsten A. (ed.), SCHNEIDER, Steven M. (ed.). The Internet
and national elections: a comparative study of web campaigning, (Routledge research in political
communication, 2). London; New York: Routledge: 60‐76.

2006


PINTER, Andrej, OBLAK, Tanja. Is there a public sphere in this discussion forum?. V: SARIKAKIS,
Katharine (ed.), THUSSU, Daya Kishan (ed.). Ideologies of the Internet, (International Association
for Media and Communication Research). Cresskill [N. J.]: Hampton Press, 99‐113.

2005



OBLAK, Tanja. The lack of interactivity and hypertextuality in online media. Gazette (Leiden). 67,
1: 87‐106.
OBLAK Tanja, Gregor Petrič. Splet kot medij in mediji na spletu/Web as a media and media on the
Web. Ljubljana: FDV

2003


OBLAK, Tanja. Izzivi e‐demokracije/Challenges of e‐democracy. Ljubljana: FDV.

Scientific research activities
a) participation in national research programs
1999‐2003

Social information and communication processes

2003‐2008

Mass media, public sphere and social changes

2008‐2014

Mass media, public sphere and social changes

2015‐

Political research

b) participation in national research projects
1995‐1996

Study Young and Aids, 1997. Ljubljana: FDV, ADP, 2001

1996

Study Social aspects of municipial Koper: survey among college students. (CPS, FDV)

1997‐1999

Applicative project Analysis of media content on joining Slovenia in EU (CDK, CMO, FDV)

1999‐2001

Basic project Life styles in media society (CDK, FDV)

2001‐2002

Analysis of governmental web sites, financed by governmental office for communication
and information (CATI, d.o.o.)

2003‐2004

Postdoctoral project Democratic potential of electronic public sphere

2002‐2005

Project CRP Media convergence: characteristics of media online and their effects (CDK,
FDV)

2004‐2008

Basic project Cultural and social aspects of virtual life‐styles (CMI in CDK)

2010‐2013

Basic project Class, culture and media consumption (CDK)

2013‐2016

Basic project Digital citizenship (MI, FDV, ZRC‐FHŠ KP)

c) international summer‐schools and research meetings:
1998

summer school Social Science Data Analysis and Collection, University in Essex, UK.

1999

Wolfson College, Univerza v Oxfordu; Center for Socio‐Legal Studies, participation in a
project “Policy and regulatory responses to the use of electronic communication
technologies by transnational communities in Europe”.

2001‐2005

International research network EU COST A20 “Impacts of the Internet on the mass media«

2012

Research visitor School of Information, University in Berkeley, USA.

d) Participation in international conferences:
1998 CATaC’98 Cultural Attitudes Towards Technology and Communication, London, 1.‐4. August, Drury
College, ZDA.
2000 “New Media ‐ New Politics”, december, Oxford Brookes University; with the title Electronic
Democracy and New Spaces of Political Actions.
2001 “E‐Networks: Arenas for Democratic Engagement?”, september, Piran, with the title Dialogue and
representation: The normalization of cyberspace or a new transformation of public sphere?.
2002 COST A20 The Impact of the Internet on the Mass Media in Europe, Nicosia: 27‐28 March 2002,
with the title The interactivity of Slovenian on‐line newspapers.
"New media new politics?", 20th ‐ 22nd June 2002, Tromso, Norway, with the title Slovenian on‐
line newspapers in the electronic public sphere.
"Electronic networks and democracy", 9‐12 October 2002, Nijmegen: EURICOM, with the title New
spaces for political action.
2003 “Towards new media paradigm”, 27.‐28. June 20, Pamplona, with the title Aspects of cyber‐
textuality: interactivity and hypertextuality of online media.
2005 50th Years of Communication research, November, Amsterdam, with the title The interpersonal
culture of chat‐room generation.

2006 “Alternative media”, 13‐15. October, Ljubljana, co‐authoring Contribution of new media to
dialectics between publics and counterpublics.
2009 European on‐line journalism: a tension between the "old" and the "new" media profession. ESA,
Lisboa: ISCTE‐IUL.
2010 I propose to the government: an e‐participatory attempt towards deliberative governance?
Universitatea Babeş‐Bolyai Cluj, Romania, 25‐27 July 2010
2011 From opinion expression to deliberation: a critical analysis of the I propose to the government
deliberative e‐tool. Ljubljana: Slovensko politološko društvo
To live together separately?: diverse roles of computer technology in Slovenian households: paper
presented at The 61st Annual ICA Conference, Boston, 26 ‐ 30 May.
2012 New class boundaries between media audiences? Class, cultural consumption and media culture in
Slovenia: ECREA 2012, 4th European Communication Conference, 24‐27 Oct., Istanbul
The biases of the internet and power constraints for online audiences: paper presented at the 30th
EURICOM Communication & Culture Colloquium, Piran, November 16‐17.
2015 Training citizens in populist participatory digital culture? CEECOM, Zagreb, June 12‐14.
Digital citizenship as multiple political participation? : predictors of digital political participation in
Slovenia : presentation at the IPSA's RC 10, RC 22 and RC 34 Conference, Rovinj, 2 ‐ 3 October
What kind of participatory digital culture and for whom?: political institutions and young citizens in
Slovenia : presentation at the Communication and Democracy ECREA Conference, 9 ‐ 10 October,
Copenhagen

Membership in professional and scientific associations
2008‐
member of professional board in the Institute for e‐participation
2000‐

member of Slovenian communication association

2009‐

member of Slovenian sociological association

2009‐

member of ECREA

2011‐

member of ICA

