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Abstract

The sandbar shark (Carcharhisi plumbess ) is consudered rase in the Adratic Sea and the magonty of frecords onginaie from

the nortbem Adriatic. where a nursery area for this specics chne

to the Po delta systom bas boen repeatedly proposed Thas study

provides & new reconds and analyses the pres wously published records of sandbar sharks recorded around the dedta of the River

Bojana tn Montenegro, i the south-castern Adnatis } The River

Bosans located on the border between Montenegro and Albania.

1 the sevond langest river flowing mto the Adriati Sca. where it furme & haghly produstive ecosystem alrcady known as a bocal
hotspot for smooth-hound sharks (Musielis spp ) New records of sandbar sharks have emergad 3 rosalt of Uz wKhes (&

social media survey ) and direvt reports from fshermen The total

length of ( plumbrus juveniles ranged from approximately MU

men to 1100 mm, and most (n-§) were caught by st pilncts The data proscatod here show that juvendes arc comntently prosent
around the estuary and indicate the importance of this fragsle cstuanne cuosystom for sandbar sharks Addmonally, this study abo

provides morphometnn data collectad trom a sngle indis sdual

Keywords. clasmobranchs. shark nursery arca. estuan . Addriatic

Sca. Montencgro

Introduction

The sandbar shark (Carcharhinus plumbews (Nardo
182711 1» presemt across the entire Mediterrancan basin
but is considered rare i all 1 sub-regions. i huding
the Adriatic Sea (Serena ef al . 20201 This large coastal
shark species can grow up to 300 cm. but commonly o
240 ¢m in total kength (Screna. 2005) and. due to 1ts slow
growth, late maturation and low focundity (1-14 pups
every second year) it 1> haghly vulnerable to overfishing
{Dulvy er al.. 2016). According 10 the IUCN Rad List,
the sandbar shark is currently devlared endangered (EN)
1n the Mediterrancan Sea (Ferretti ef af . 20163 Although
generally considered rare. temporal aggregations of thss
species oceur i (he Moditerrancan Sca and have recent-
ly been considered a potential tounsm attraction tZemah
Shamir ¢f ol , 2019 Cattano et al.. 20211

The sandbar shark is the only species of the genus
Carcharhimus that is known 1o inhabit the Adnatic Sea
(Kovadié et al. 2020). Most of the records of this spe-
cres n this ares were reported from its northern region.

LT

expevially around the delta of the River Po (Lipey eral..
2008 Jambura et al . 202 1), while it has abo been record-
od in the middle Adnatic Sea (Dragsievic ef ol 20im
The high numbcr of neonates and juv eniles i this arca
Jead several suthor to propose that the Northem Adnatic
basin maght serve as & punry arca for this specses (Cos.
Lantini & Affronte. 2003, Lipey et al.. 2008; Jambura ef
al. 20211 The prosence of this species i the Southen
Adnatic Sca has been indicated before, but on the basis
of only a few specimens (Jamburs ¢ al.. 2021) Here, we
report additional records of the sandbar shark from the
delts of the River Bojana and discuss its potential role as
an important habstat for this rare shark species

Materials and Methods

The River Bojana represents the second langest nflow
into the Adniatic Sea (Petkovic & Schubic, 2019). which
has a great mfluence on the wider arca. supplying 1t with
fine sediment and nutnents. The nearby \ehika plaZa rep-

Medit Mar 51, 234 2000 Ti8-753

Slika 2. Prva stranica rada Cetkovi¢, 1., Jambura, P. L., Pedié, A., Ikica, Z., & Joksimovic, A,

(2022). Observations of juvenile sandbar sharks Carcharhinis plumbens (Nardo, 1827) around the
Bojana River delta (Southern Adriatic Sea). Mediterranean Marine Science, 23(4), 7T48-753.
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