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Personal information

Name / Surname Zdravko Ikica
Address Institute of Marine Biology

UNIVERSITY OF MONTENEGRO
Put I bokeljske brigade 68
85 330 Kotor, Montenegro

Personal Email zdikica@ucg.ac.me

Date of birth 14th July 1978

Work Experience

Dates December 2008 (current)
Position Held Viši naučni saradnik (Senior Research Associate) (July 2021–)

Previous Position Held Naučni saradnik (Research Associate) (July 2016 – July 2021); Saradnik u istraživanju (Re-
search Assistant) (Dec 2008–July 2016)

Main activities and responsibilities Provide scientific support for the maintenance of fish and other marine fauna exhibits at
Aquarium Boka, including coordination and supervision of aquarium husbandry, system
maintenance, and specimen acquisition. Conduct field and laboratory research on pop-
ulation dynamics, reproductive and fisheries biology, and biomass estimation of species
exploited in small-scale (artisanal) and demersal fisheries in the southern Adriatic Sea
(Montenegro), including data preparation and processing. Coordinate and manage scientific
projects.

Name and address of employer Institute of Marine Biology, University of Montenegro
Put I bokeljske brigade 68
85 330 Kotor
Montenegro
(http://www.ucg.ac.me/ibm)

Type of business or sector Academic, Research Institute (marine fisheries, biology and aquaculture, marine chemistry)

Dates 2009–2015
Position Held Consultant (temporary, as-needed basis)

Main activities and responsibilities Organisaton and preparation of data collection on fishing vessels and ports along the
Montenegrin coast; collection of information on alien species in small-scale fisheries (SSF)
catches; collection of biological and fishery data on target species; liaise with Research In-
stitutes in Adriatic region in preparation of common technical/scientific documents on the
state of SSF in the Adriatic Sea; performing data quality control and processing.

Name and address of employer FAO AdriaMed Project (www.faoadriamed.org), Food and Agriculture Organisation of the
United Nations, FAO AdriaMed Project, c/o FIRF (room C535), Viale delle Terme di Cara-
calla, 00100 Rome, Italy

Type of business or sector International organisation (UN)

Education

Date 2013
Title of qualification awarded Doctorate (PhD) (Natural Sciences / Interdisciplinary Natural Sciences / Marine Sciences)

Thesis title “Population dynamics of horned octopus (Eledone cirrhosa Lamarck, 1798) and musky oc-
topus (Eledone moschata Lamarck, 1798) in the south Adriatic”

Principal subjects/Occupational skills
covered

Research (field and laboratory) on population dynamics, reproductive and fishery biology
and biomass estimation of marine organisms (focus on cephalopods)
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Name and type of organisation
providing education and training

University of Split, University Centre for Marine Studies; University of Dubrovnik; Institute of
Oceanography and Fisheries, Split, Croatia

Level in national or international
classification

ISCED 8, EQF 8

Date 2011
Title of qualification awarded Bachelor’s degree in Nautical Sciences

Thesis title “Certain pathogens in mussels (Mytilus galloprovincialis Lamarck, 1819) dangerous to hu-
man health”

Principal subjects/Occupational skills
covered

Managing, controlling and maintaining ship and navigational systems, competences for
ranks and authorisations in the Merchant Fleet

Name and type of organisation
providing education and training

Faculty of Maritime Studies, University of Split, Split, Croatia

Level in national or international
classification

ISCED 6, EQF 6

Date 2008
Title of qualification awarded Master’s degree (MSc) equivalent in Marine Fisheries [dipl. ing. (Graduated Engineer ) in

marine fisheries]
Thesis title “Capture-based aquaculture: Thunnus thynnus L. 1750, Epinephelus spp., Anguilla anguilla

L. 1758 and Octopus vulgaris Cuvier, 1797, with emphasis on application in the Republic of
Croatia”

Principal subjects/Occupational skills
covered

Marine fisheries, biology of various marine animals (fish, mammals, cephalopods, crusta-
ceans, other invertebrates), aquaculture, fishing gear, fishing vessels & fishing ports

Name and type of organisation
providing education and training

University of Split, University Centre for Marine Studies, Split, Croatia

Level in national or international
classification

ISCED 7, EQF 7

Other Skills & Competences

Computer Skills • solid familiarity with most of the MS Office program package (Word, Excel, PowerPoint)
• basic familiarity with XSA and SS3 stock assessment tools/packages
• basic familiarity with QGIS
• moderate familiarity with LATEX
• basic familiarity with the R statistical environment
• basic familiarity with Adobe Acrobat, Lightroom, Photoshop, and Premiere
• moderate familiarity with ViT for Windows, FiSAT II, LFDA 5 and ATrIS fisheries software

Driving licence(s) • holder of Croatian (EU) driving licence – category B (passenger cars and light vehicles)
• holder of Croatian boat skipper licence – category B (authorised to operate passenger,
cargo, fishing and pleasure boats, including yachts up to 30 GT)
• A1/A3 Open Sub-Category UAS (Unmanned Aircraft System – "drone") Operator Licence
(Montenegro)
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Languages

Mother tongue Croatian
Self-assessment

European level [*]
Understanding Speaking Writing

Listening Reading Spoken
interaction

Spoken
production

English C2 Proficient
user

C2 Proficient
user

C1 Proficient
user

C1 Proficient
user

C2 Proficient
user

Italian B1 Independent
user

B1 Independent
user

A2 Basic user A2 Basic user B1 Independent
user

[*]Common European Framework of Reference (CEF) level

Projects

. . . INTERNATIONAL AND BILATERAL PROJECTS

2024–. . . Creating Resilient Areas to Develop Lifecycles and Ecosystem Services (CRADLES) (Inter-
reg ADRION) – project partner leader

2024–. . . Enhancing Cross-Border Blue Growth: Fostering Innovation And Cooperation For Com-
petitive Entrepreneurship (BLUECONNECT) (IPA Croatia – Bosnia and Herzegovina –
Montenegro) – researcher

2024–. . . In quest of the human dimensions of MEDiterranean Marine Biodiversity (MEDiverSEAty)
(Horizon Europe 2020) – researcher

2024–. . . High Level and Market-respondent Competences for a Blue and Digitalized “Smart and
Skilled South Adriatic” (SKILLS) (IPA South Adriatic) – researcher

2022 Promoting Small Scale Fisheries and Aquaculture transnational Networking in Adriatic-
Ionian Macroregion PLUS (ARIEL PLUS) (Interreg ADRION) – project partner leader

2020–2023 Development of regional joint master program in Maritime environmental protection and
Management (MEP&M) (Erasmus+) – researcher

2020–2022 Explore Cross-border Aquatic Biodiversity (EXChAngE) (Interreg IPA CBC Croatia–Bosnia
and Herzegovina–Montenegro) – researcher

2019–2022 Blue Growth Community — Capitalization & Communication project for Blue Economy In-
novation in the Mediterranean (BlueGrowth2) (Interreg Mediterranean) – researcher

2019–2021 Management of non-native aquatic species in Western Balkans (Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina and Montenegro) (RISKMAN) (Erasmus+) – researcher

2018–2020 Participatory model for the sustainable management of marine and coastal resources and
for cros border habitats, biodiversity and ecosystem services safeguard (BLUE LAND) (In-
terreg IPA CBC Italy–Montenegro–Albania) – researcher

2018–2019 Water landscapes sustainability through reuse of marine litter (WELCOME) (Interreg IPA
CBC Italy–Montenegro–Albania) – researcher

2018–2020 Promoting Small Scale Fisheries and Aquaculture transnational Networking in Adriatic-
Ionian Macroregion (ARIEL) (Interreg ADRION) – project partner leader

2017–2019 Horizontal Communication & Capitalization project for Innovation in Blue Growth at Mediter-
ranean level (InnoBlueGrowth) (Interreg Mediterranean) – researcher

2017–2018 Fish, crustaceans and bivalves – bionidicators of the environment condition on the
Montenegrin coast (Montenegro, Serbia) – researcher

2016 ADRIATIC+ — Sharing marine and coastal cross management experiences in the Adriatic
basin) – researcher

2015–2016 Biodiversity and structure of eastern Adriatic coastal fish and other marine organism com-
munities: case studies of Croatia and Montenegro (BIOS) (Montenegro, Croatia) – project
leader

2015–2016 Development of a new methodological approach to study the recruitment dynamics of fish
and crustaceans in the Kotor Bay (Montenegro, Italy) – researcher

2015–2016 Biological and ecotoxicological research of the coastal area of Croatia and Montenegro
(BIOECO-CROMON) (Montenegro, Croatia) – researcher

2015–2016 Centre of Excellence in Bio-informatics (BIO-ICT), University of Montenegro, Faculty of
Electrical Engineering – researcher (marine aquaculture)
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2014–2017 FA COST Action FA1301—A network for improvement of cephalopod welfare and hus-
bandry in research, aquaculture and fisheries (“CephsInAction”) – Management Committee
member

2013–2016 Derelict Fishing Gear Management System in the Adriatic Region (DeFishGear) (IPA Adri-
atic CBC) – researcher

2013–2015 Network for the conservation of cetaceans and sea turtles in the Adriatic (NETCET) (IPA
Adriatic CBC) – researcher

2013–2015 MAREA, Specific Project No. 10 — SEDAF – researcher
2013–2014 Comparison of the state of resources in artisanal fisheries along the eastern Adriatic coast

(Montenegro, Croatia) – researcher
2011–2012 Analysis of conditions of demersal resources along the eastern Adriatic coast with recom-

mendations for sustainable management and conservation (ADRIJA) (Montenegro, Croatia)
– researcher

2010–2012 Sustainable management of marine fishery (IPARD) – researcher
2010– (ongoing) MEDITS (Mediterranean International Trawl Survey) – researcher
2009– (ongoing) FAO AdriaMed Project (Scientific Cooperation to Support Responsible Fisheries in the Ad-

riatic sea) – researcher

. . . NATIONAL PROJECTS

2012–2015 Monitoring of coastal fisheries and fish fry composition along the Montenegrin coast, with
the aim of conservation and sustainable management of marine fisheries (MORM–MONT)
– researcher

2008–2011 Biological resources, edible and indedible, in trawl fisheries along Montenegrin coast – re-
searcher, PhD student

Training courses

23-25 January 2025 Sub-regional training on monitoring, identification, and advanced research methodologies
of chondrichthyans in the Adriatic Sea (SPA/RAC & Sharklab ADRIA), Vlorë, Albania

2–6 October 2017 Beginners course on “Integrated Assessment Using Stock Synthesis", General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), Rome, Italy

12–14 May, 2015 Seminar/Workshop on the Use of Light-Traps for Capturing Post-Larvae, Institute for coastal
marine environment (IAMC), National Research Council (CNR), Capo Granitola, Campo-
bello di Mazara, Italy.

26–30 January, 2015 “Intensive Data Analysis course: Introduction to the R system”, FAO MedSudMed, Rome,
Italy.

4–9 November, 2013 “JRC-GFCM-AdriaMed-MedSudMed-EastMed-CopeMed—Joint training course on Improv-
ing the Analysis of Fisheries Data: an Introduction to R and the Fisheries Library based on
R (FLR)”, Rome, Italy.

12–16 December, 2011 “Introduction to fish stock assessment models”, FAO MedSudMed Project, Sliema, Malta.
11–15 April 2011 “Train the trainers”. ACCOBAMS & Blue World Institute. Kotor, Montenegro.

22–26 November, 2010 “AdriaMed training course on Virtual Population Analysis (VPA) methods in Fish Stock As-
sessment”. FAO AdriaMed Project, Rome, Italy.

. . . TRAINER

18–22 April, 2016 “Introduction to the R statistical environment”. Institute of oceanography and fisheries, Split,
Croatia.

Other

2025 Member of the working group for changes and improvements to the Law on Aquaculture
(Montenegro) and supporting rulebooks

2024 Member of the Organizing Committe of the International Conference: Adriatic Biodiversity
Protection – AdriBioPro2024 (link).

2024–. . . Associate Editor for the Acta Adriatica, an international peer-reviewed scientific journal cited
in the SCI-Expanded (Web of Science) database (acta.izor.hr/ojs/index.php/acta).
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2023–2027 Treasurer and member of the Governing Board of the Boka Navy Kotor (Bokeljska mor-
narica Kotor ). Overseeing of financial stewardship and budgeting for the historic maritime
fraternity, the Boka Navy Kotor — the oldest extant maritime organisation rooted in the
traditions of the Boka Kotorska Bay and inscribed on UNESCO’s Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. URL: www.bokeljskamornarica.org.

2023–. . . Member of the Editorial Board of the Studia Marina, an international peer-reviewed scientific
journal published by the Institute of Marine Biology since 1965

2020–2022 Marine Strategy Framework Dircetive (MFSD) – Junior Non-Key Expert – Marine Biology
Expert (Mammals and Reptiles)

2022 Member of the Organizing Committe of the International Conference: Adriatic Biodiversity
Protection – AdriBioPro2022 (Link).

2018 Member of the Organizing Committe of the International Conference: Adriatic Biodiversity
Protection – AdriBioPro2019 (Link).

2018 Reviewer for Journal of Oceanology and Limnology, a SpringerNature international peer-
reviewed scientific journal cited in the SCI-Expanded (Web of Science) database (ht-
tps://link.springer.com/journal/343).

2018 Internship Supervisor for a student visiting from the University of Michigan, College of Sci-
ence, Literature and the Arts, Ann Arbor, USA (01 May – 01 June 2018)

2017– Annual fishery data-collection programme (DCF/DCRF) (Ministry of agriculture, forestry and
water management) – researcher

2017 Internship Supervisor for a student visiting from the Institute for Chemistry and Biology of
the Marine Environemnt, Carl von Ossietzky University, Oldenburg, Germany (01 May – 31
July 2017)

2017 Internship Mentor for two students from Gembloux Agro-BioTech, University of Liège, Bel-
gium (03 July – 27 August 2017))

2017 FAO AdriaMed Focal Point for Small-Scale and Sport-Recreational Fisheries
2015– Reviewer for Acta Adriatica, an international peer-reviewed scientific journal cited in the

SCI-Expanded (Web of Science) database (acta.izor.hr).
2015–2016 Internship Mentor (hon.) at University of Liège, Belgium
2013–2023 Technical editor of the “STUDIA MARINA” internationally reviewed scientific journal

(www.ucg.ac.me/ibm/studiamarina)
2013– Member of the working group for Chapter 13 (Fisheries) of the negotiations for accession of

Montenegro to the EU
2012–2025 Member of the working group for changes and improvements to the Law on Marine Fisheries

and Mariculture (Montenegro) and supporting rulebooks
2011– Member of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) Working

Group on Stock Assessment of Demersal Species
2011–2020 Member of the FAO AdriaMed working group for joint stock assessment of demersal species

in GSA 18 (South Adriatic) (Albania, Italy, Montenegro)
Bibliography
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Kotorska Bay Environment. Springer International Publishing: 356–394 pp. ISBN (eBook)
978–3–319–51614–1, (Hardcover) 978–3–319–51613–4.

. . . WOS-CITED SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS
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