Charity warns against uploading photos of children

A child protection charity in the UK is urging parents to ask their children for permission before uploading photos and videos of them on social media. This follows a study by Ofcom, a communications watchdog, revealing that parents are divided on whether it is right to post photos of their children online. The practice of parents uploading photos and videos of their kids is termed "sharenting". This is a combination of the words "share" and "parenting". Ofcom said the biggest reason for parents not sharing photos of their kids is to protect the privacy of under-18s. The NSPCC said: "Each time a photo or video is uploaded, it creates a digital footprint of a child which can follow them into adult life."

The website theatlantic.com highlighted how prevalent sharenting is in the USA. It said: "In the United States, the vast majority of 2-year-olds…already have an online presence. More than 80 per cent of babies younger than that are already on social media." The website said there is a conflict between a parent's pride in their children and his or her desire to share photos of them, and the potential dangers of sharing photos of their kids. Parents often include personal information about their children along with the photos they upload. This could put kids at risk of identity theft and digital kidnapping. There is also the danger of parents publishing real-time information about their children's whereabouts.

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

1. What did a charity urge parents to ask children for?

2. What kind of watchdog is Ofcom?

3. Which two words is the term 'sharenting' from?

4. What did Ofcom say must be protected?

5. What kind of footprint is left when a photo is uploaded?

6. How many 2-year-olds in the USA have an online presence?

7. How many babies younger than two are on social media?

8. What parental feeling is in conflict with wanting people to see their kids?

9. What danger was mentioned besides identity theft?

10. What real-time information do some parents upload about children?

SOCIAL MEDIA DISCUSSION

1. What did you think when you read the headline?

2. What images are in your mind when you hear the word 'share'?

3. Why do parents upload so many photos of their children?

4. Is it wrong to upload photos of babies on social media?

5. What are the dangers of parents posting photos of their children?

6. Do you get fed up with photos of small children on social media?

7. What do you think of the term 'sharenting'?

8. Are parents who post photos of their children violating their privacy?

9. How is your digital footprint?

10. How much stuff do you upload on social media?

11. Did you like reading this article? Why/not?

12. What do you think of when you hear the word 'parenting'?

13. What do you think about what you read?

14. Would you be happy if you found photos of you as a kid online?

15. Why might children be angry with parents when they grow up?

16. What do you know about staying safe online?

17. How important is social media for you?

18. What happens in cases of identity theft?

19. How dangerous is uploading a child's whereabouts?

20. What questions would you like to ask 'sharenting' parents?

